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convened a military court or commission, as he should have
done, and had he obtained a conviction, as he would have
obtained one, he would not have subjected the United States
to the judgments which were rendered finally.

In that hearing, De Chambrun represented the Government
of France and I represented the Government of the United
States. Thus having knowledge of the Le Mores, who were
yet in New Orleans, we applied to them for the purpose of
ascertaining the character of Delauney, Rice & Co., and also
whether there was any person living who had knowledge of
the fitting out of the bark William. They found a man by
the name of Louis Moses, who had been a resident of New
Orleans since the year 1852, and who was well acquainted
with the house of Delauney, Rice & Co., having transacted
'business for it, and who was himself concerned In the fitting
out of the bark William. He had indeed invested, in one
form or another, the sum of $15,000 in the enterprise, of
which he had evidence in writing. He stated that the object
of the voyage was to obtain a cargo of negroes in some of
the islands of the Caribbean Sea, and to bring them to a
desert island on the west bank of the Mississippi, near the
mainland of Louisiana; in fine, that there was no purpose to
obtain a cargo of guano.

When the hearing commenced, in the year 1884, Pelletier
came before the arbitrator in perfect health and with the ap-
pearance of a man of ability and of fortune. After an ac-
quaintance of about a year I was able to use this language
in my final argument: " It is a singular circumstance that
Captain Pelletier has not produced an original paper or docu-
ment in support of his claim. He is sixty years of age or
more. He is a man not deficient in intellectual capacity, what-
ever else may be said of him. He is endowed by nature with
ability for large and honest undertakings. He claims to have
had an extensive business experience; to have been the pos-